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We Connect
e are Willard, we are one! As you are aware,

the City of Willard hosted multiple meetings in
2017 to share the current state of our city government and
solicit feedback from the community (“citizen advisors”). Not
only did this activity provide City staff with the opportunity to
assess current operations and prepare for organizational
maturation over the next five years; this activity set the stage
for formal, strategic, planning beginning in 2018. An
opportunity for the community to collectively vision a futurestate for our City and local stakeholders.
Beginning in February, the Citizen Advisory Network
Meetings will be facilitated by Drury University and the
Center for Community Studies. With experience facilitating
the visioning process in dozens of cities, Drury will be
providing thousands of hours of University support to aid our
community in the visioning process. If you can commit to
attending the following dates, please RSVP to me
(ca@cityofwillard.org) by end of day Friday, January 19th.
2018 Citizen Advisory Network Meeting Schedule (all
meetings will be hosted at the Willard Fire
Department, 240 N. State Hwy Z, Willard MO 65781)

Thursday February
8th: 6-8 pm, Kickoff
(Community
Perceptions)
Thursday March 1st:
6-8 pm, First Half
(Conceptual Ideas)
Thursday April 5th:
6-8 pm, Second Half
(Developing Options)
Thursday May 10th: 6-8 pm, Final Presentation (Vision
Toolkit)

Thanks again for your commitment to our community!

Brad Gray
Willard City Administrator
ca@cityofwillard.org

Winter Driving Safety Tips
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anuary is typically the time we start to see winter weather affect our driving, especially during high traffic times. OSHA,
Occupational Safety and Health Administration, recommends the following for safe winter driving:
The three P’s are Prepare for the trip; Protect yourself; and Prevent crashes on the road.
Prepare:
To Prepare you need to make sure you
maintain your car by checking the
battery, tire tread, and windshield wipers.
Also, have on hand a flashlight, jumper
cables, abrasive material (sand, kitty
litter, or even floor mats), a shovel, snow
brush and ice scraper, warning devices
(flares), and blankets. For long trips you

would need to add food and water, any
necessary medications, and a cell phone.
Make sure to plan your route and allow
plenty of time. Take the time to practice
cold weather driving and make sure your
teenage drivers are aware of how to drive
in cold weather. Practicing would include
rehearsing during the daylight slow
maneuvers on ice or snow in an empty
lot. Make sure you
steer into a skid.
Know
about your brakes:
stomp on antilock
brakes, pump on
non-antilock
brakes. Remember
stopping distances
are longer on watercovered ice and ice.

Protect:
To Protect Yourself make sure to buckle
up, this includes using child safety seats
properly. Rear facing infant seats should
never be placed in a front seat with an air
bag and children under 12 are much safer
in the back seat.
Prevent:
To Prevent Crashes never, ever mix drugs
and alcohol with driving. Make sure to
increase distances between vehicles and
slow down. Watch for pedestrians
walking in the road. Avoid fatigue by
getting plenty of rest before the trip, stop
at least every three hours, and rotate
drivers if possible. Designate a sober
driver if you do plan to drink.
*resource: www.osha.gov

If you have questions or would like further information, please contact us at 417-685-3114 or
info@willardfire.com. You can visit our website www.willardfire.com or follow us on Facebook or Twitter.

Tips to Keep Pipes From Freezing
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inter in the Ozarks is always unpredictable. We can see temperatures plummet
rapidly. The extreme temperatures can take their toll on water pipes. Here are
some tips to help keep your pipes from freezing this winter.
Keep the Heat On
If you are leaving for a period of time,
make sure that the heat is kept on your
property. Heat can help prevent pipes
from freezing, and if pipes freeze and
burst, it can cause a lot of water damage
to the property and to your possessions.
The heat does not have to be kept as high
as normal, but keeping it set above 50
degrees Fahrenheit is a good idea. This
should provide enough heat to
keep the pipes warm and to prevent any
water inside from freezing.
Allow Faucet to Drip
If you are afraid a pipe will freeze, you
can allow the faucet to drip slightly.
Allowing the faucet to be open like this

will relieve pressure in the system. If a
pipe freezes, it is actually the pressure
that is created between the blockage and
the faucet that will cause the pipe to
burst. Allowing the faucet to be open will
prevent this pressure from building up
and thus, keep the pipe from bursting.
Keep Interior Doors Open
Pipes are often located in cabinets. When
the temperatures drop, it is a good idea to
keep these cabinet doors open so that the
heat from the rest of the house can keep
the pipes warm as well. You should also
keep all interior doors open so that the
heat can flow throughout the home.
Seal Up Cracks and Holes
You should caulk any holes or cracks that
exist near pipes. This should be done on
both interior and exterior walls. Doing so
can help keep the cold air out and the
warm air in.

FACT:
According to Business Insider,
hot water, and therefore hot
water pipes, freeze faster than
cold water because of the
Mpemba effect. Although it is not
entirely understood why hot
water freezes faster, scientists
believe that the highly charged
hydrogen bonds in water give it
unique properties.

unplugged when not in use.
Much like a space heater, these products
can be dangerous, so you must follow the
product’s direction and safety procedures
exactly.

Add Extra Insulation
Pipes that are located in areas that do not
have proper insulation, such as
basements or attics, may need extra
insulation to keep from freezing. Pipes in
basements or attics are not the only ones
Apply Heating Tape
that may not be properly insulated from
For pipes that are easily accessible, the
the cold. If you have had a problem with
electrical heating tape may be an option
pipes freezing anywhere in your home,
to keep them from freezing. This tape can extra insulation could be the cure.
be applied directly to the pipe.
Pipes can be fitted with foam rubber or
There are two types of heating tape. One fiberglass sleeves to help decrease the
type of heating tape turns on and off by
chances of freezing. Additional insulation
itself when it senses heat is needed. The
can also be added to walls and ceilings to
other type of heating tape needs to be
keep the pipes warm.
plugged in when heat is needed and

Park’s News
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t’s a brand-new year here in the Parks Department! We hope that everyone’s holiday was merry,
bright, and filled with all the things that make life better!
We are excited to continue our transition to online registration, so make sure your online accounts
are updated so that you don’t miss any of our opportunities to sign up for programs!
Here is a look back at some of what we accomplished in the Parks Department last year:
 Resurfaced Lower Baseball Field
 Construction of new baseball concession stand and restrooms
 Began construction of the Greystone Disc Golf Course at Miller Farm Park
 Planted over 35 new trees in public spaces
 Improved sightlines at soccer complex
 Constructed a driveway and opened Miller Farm Park
2018 Projects
 Improvements to the Community Center
 Repair and Resurface Aquatic Center Slides
 Install primitive camping sites for Frisco Trail Cyclists near Highline Soccer Complex
We are excited to continue to grow and improve in the new year, and look forward to having you join us!
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Happy 2018
ooking ahead to a busy spring, here are a few dates to
put on the calendar:

Thursday, January 4th: Students began their Spring
semester
Monday, January 15: No School for Students/ Teacher
Work Day
Monday, February 19: No School/ Presidents Day
Monday, March 12- Friday, March 19: Spring Break
Tuesday, January 23: Current 8th grade students will get
the chance to tour Willard High School and explore different
clubs and activities at Freshman Preview Night. That same
evening we will host our last Strategic Planning Work Session
in the development of our Willard Schools 5 year plan. This is
an exciting time as we process through all of the community
input to create our strategic plan. We expect to present the
plan to the Board of Education in February for approval. We
appreciate all who’ve contributed to this vision and look
forward to sharing with the community this spring!

We know that 2018 will be full of great things for our
students and our community!

Think Warm Thoughts
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Meet Chief Ken Scott

hief Ken Scott is not
new to the Willard Fire
Protection District, although
he is fairly new to the role of
Chief. As you will see, when
you read below, he started his
career as a volunteer in
Willard. “Chief Scott is a man
of many talents, great work
ethics, and makes sure his
firefighters are safe and taken
care of. As his administrative
assistant, he makes me laugh
most days because of his
humor. So glad to have the
opportunity to work with
Chief Scott and to have him
back in Willard.” Stefanie
Shell
How long have you
been in the fire
service? “I joined the fire
service in 1986 as a
volunteer here in Willard.
I left to go to work as a
professional firefighter in
Springfield in April of
1993 I was very fortunate
to make the full circle
after 22 years and return
to Willard Fire Protection
as the Fire Chief in April
of 2015.”

What are your hobbies
away from work? “My
hobbies are basically
restoring classic cars and
raising black angus cattle.
Those are my addictions.”
What historical figure
interests you the most
and why? “There are too
many historical figures for
me to pick just one. I am a
voracious reader and I
have read the
autobiographies of sports
figures, world leaders,
entertainment stars, to
industrial tycoons and
enjoyed them all.”

What was your reason
for joining the fire
service? “My reason for
joining the fire service is
that I truly enjoy helping
Meeting Dates
Board of Aldermen
January.…………….……………….……..8th & 22nd

Planning and Zoning
January…………………….….………..……………23rd

Park Board
January….….……..………..………………..….....25th

Board of Adjustment
January……………...…………….…………..….
….25th

Spring is just around the corner

people. I also believe that
everyone has an
obligation at some time in
their life to make a
positive contribution to
society. I wasn’t in the
military so this was my
way of contributing and I
have loved it for every
day.”

*Reminder all meetings start at
7:00 p.m.*
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