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The City of Willard will be celebrating Arbor 

Day after 4 pm on April 7th. For more       

information please visit our website at 

www.cityofwillard.org . 
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Severe Weather Tips from the Willard 
Fire Department  
 

Plan ahead by: 

 Having radios with batteries available in case of black-out to receive weather updates 

 Understanding where to shelter (interior bathroom is best, if available) – see National 

Weather Service for recommended areas in the home 

 If no shelter in the home, locate a local shelter in your area 

 By using cover, if available, a mattress or heavy blankets in the bathtub 

 Keeping a cell phone with you 

A n early spring seems to be in bloom this March. When we 

think of spring, we think of flowers and trees budding and 

allergies. But we also begin to think of heading outdoors, gardening, 

and cleaning up our yards. 

Willard Fire Protection District would like to remind you of the     

following information when cleaning up your yards. 

 

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) requires, through the 

Willard Fire District, you to fill out a burn permit application. There 

are open burn permit standard conditions required by DNR. Some are 

highlighted below:  

 

 It is to open burn vegetative or untreated wood 

 The permit is effective for 60 days from the date issued 

 Permittee shall notify the Fire Department each day before    

starting any burning 

 All non-recreational fires must be extinguished by 5 pm 

 

Weather is always a factor when burning. Some examples of when not 

to burn are as follows: 

 Low (relative) humidity – dead forest fuels and the air  are 

constantly exchanging moisture. Grass and other small fuels lose 

moisture and quickly dry out during low humidity causing a  

higher fire danger. Even one  significant storm is not always 

enough to change the moisture exchange. 

 Wind – on low humidity days with excessive or  even smaller  

winds, the air becomes drier and so does the fuel source for fire. 

High winds can cause a fire to spread quickly. 

 

 

 

When burning, do not leave the fire unattended and have a http://

www.theharlemvalleynews.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/

stpats_sm.jpgwater source close by. It only takes an ember jumping to 

another location to start another area burning. 

Willard Fire, in most instances, will post Red Flag Warning days on 

our facebook page. You can always call the captain on shift at        

417-693-0501, if you are unsure if you should burn or not. 

 

Always remember to call 911 if your burn is out of control. 

Please feel free to contact Stefanie Shell at 417-685-3114 or      

stefanieshell@willardfire.com if you have any questions or wish to 

obtain a burn permit application. They are also available on our    

website www.willardfire.com. More information about the open burn  

permit standard conditions are available also. 

Burn Permits: Be Weather Aware 

 Severe thunderstorm watch: Conditions are conducive to 

the development of severe thunderstorms in and around the 

watch area. 

 Severe thunderstorm warning: Issued when a severe    

thunderstorm has been observed by spotters or indicated on   

radar, and is occurring or imminent in the warning area. These   

warnings usually last for a period of 30 to 60 minutes. 

 

 

 Tornado watch: Conditions are fa-

vorable for the development of severe 

thunderstorms and multiple tornadoes 

in and around the watch area. People in 

the affected areas are encouraged to be 

vigilant in preparation for severe 

weather. 

 Tornado warning: Spotters have 

sighted a tornado or one has been indi-

Weather Watches Versus Warnings 

W eather in the Ozarks can be very unpredictable. From 80 degree weather one day to snow the next, this 

winter has shown us that we can never be too prepared. So, as Spring approaches, the City of Willard 

would like for everyone to be prepared for all kinds of weather. Here is a reminder of the difference between a 

If you would like to register to vote you can come to City Hall. Be sure 

to bring a current ID and proof of residence.

Contact Jennifer Rowe if you have any questions 417

mailto:stefanieshell@willardfire.com
http://www.willardfire.com/
http://www.willardfire.com/
http://www.willardfire.com/


Microsoft Windows Phone Scam 

 

T he Willard Thunderin’     

Gobblers surprised the 

Willard Police Athletic League (PAL) 

with a $1,000.00 donation during the 

Hunter Heritage  Banquet in January 

of this year. The money will be used 

to fund scholarships to children who 

could not otherwise participate. The 

goal of the Willard PAL program is to 

teach character development through 

Boxing and Grappling. Coaches and 

program mentors focus on the whole 

child by demonstrating and teaching 

four pillars of success:               

Responsibility, Honor, Self-Control 

and Discernment. For more       

information or to get your child 

enrolled please call 742-5341. 

T he Willard Police           

Department receives a fair 

share of calls regarding the      

Windows Tech Support Scam. 

Basically, a scammer will call and 

claim to be from Windows Tech 

Support. They scare you into 

thinking your computer is infected 

with a virus. The goal is to get you 

to install remote  software, which  

allows them to take control of your 

computer. Once the scammer is in, 

they have access to your computer 

content, including personal     

information. They may also    

demand money for the “repair”. 

Because most of these calls     

originate from overseas, it is   

impossible for local jurisdictions to 

investigate. Reports can be made 

through the Federal Trade       

Commission at: 

https:www.ftccomplaintassistant.g

ov/#&panel1-1 Information     

provided by the public is         

instrumental in thwarting this 

crime. 

The very best way to defend   

yourself against this and other 

telephone scams is to simply hang 

up. Some phone carriers allow a 

call blocking feature. In many 

cases  video tutorials for call 

blocking can be found right on the 

web. Stay informed and spread the 

word. 

O fficer Andrew Stone has been with the Willard Police 

Department since 2015 following his graduation from the 

Drury University Missouri POST 740-hour Academy. His 

manner is calm and easy going with the perfect balance of 

tenacity to get the job done. Officer Stone’s rounded        

approach to policework earned him the Outstanding Officer 

of the Year 2016 award. Officer Stone is a Springfield   

native. He graduated Kickapoo High School in 2012..    

Officer Stone said he enjoys hunting, fishing and being 

outdoors. His favorite element of police work is bike 

patrol where he can easily interact with citizens.      

Officer Stone said he likes responding to domestic   

disturbances, because his strength is in de-escalation 

and he wants to be a part of preserving families.       

Officer Stone is scheduled to attend a 40 hour Interview 

and Interrogation school in July 2017. The Willard  

Police Department is blessed to have him on the team. 

City of Willard Police Officer Profile                                                        

The purpose of this election is to vote for the following: 

      

 Mayor                             2 Year Term 
       

 Alderman – Ward I              2 Year Term 
  

 Alderman – Ward II             2 Year Term 
  

 Alderman – Ward III            2 Year Term 

If you would like to register to vote you can come to City Hall. Be sure 

to bring a current ID and proof of residence. 

Contact Jennifer Rowe if you have any questions 417-742-5302 

City of Willard 

Election Notice April 04, 2017 
Excellence in education is a long-standing tradition at Willard Schools. Each 

member of our staff work tirelessly year after year to maintain high quality 

learning for every student. From teachers to the maintenance crew, we are 

always striving to engage in a growth  mindset. This is the only way we will 

continue to move forward and provide the best for our students. In growth, 

change is necessary. We are optimistic about a year of change and growth that 

will keep students at the forefront of every decision.  

With this in mind, the Board of Education has placed a  no-tax-increase bond 

issue on the April ballot. We are committed to providing quality learning 

space to meet the needs of students throughout their education. As enrollment 

continues to grow, especially in the 5th and 6th grade building, it has become 

evident that the space we need to serve our students to the best of our ability is 

becoming a challenge. Because of this growth, the primary project of this no-

tax-increase bond issue is to construct an additional  intermediate school on 

the south side of our district. In 2016, voters agreed that this is a priority by 

passing the no-tax-increase bond issue with a resounding “yes” vote of nearly 

75%. This yes vote included the funds to purchase land and complete design 

work for this additional intermediate school. Also included in the 2017                  

no-tax-increase bond issue is the replacement of the 40-year-old track at the 

Willard Athletic Complex. Used by Willard students and the community, this 

track has outlived its life, failing from the foundation underneath and is no 

longer cost effective to resurface.  

We encourage Willard Schools patrons to get out and vote to preserve the 

Willard Schools reputation of excellence in education. Willard Schools     

continues to keep our eye firmly focused helping students grow toward     

lifelong learning and personal success.  

Dr. Kent Medlin 

Superintendent 

Willard Public Schools 

Thank You Thunderin’ Gobblers  

The Willard Police Department has recovered a lot of bicycles over 

the past couple of years. Approximately 8 bikes remain unclaimed. If 

you are missing a bike, be sure to contact us with a description, so we 

can check our inventory. We want to get bikes back to the rightful 

owners. On April 10th, any remaining bikes will be donated to a     

non-profit organization. Please don’t delay. 

Recovered Bicycles 

MODOT St. Patrick’s DWI Enforcement Campaign   
 

The Willard Police Department will be participating in 

the annual MODOT DWI Enforcement effort.        

Between March 16th through March 19th officers will 

be out in force to identify impaired drivers. Our goal 

is to keep Willard roads safe. 

https://www.facebook.com/Willard-Thunderin-Gobblers-118860638272646/
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#&panel1-1
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#&panel1-1
http://www.willardschools.net/willard


 

 

 

 

Where: 233 N State Highway Z 

When: April 01, 2017 from 10:00am to 12:00pm  

In an effort to make the environment safe and attractive for the 

community, join us at the Willard Recreation Center. 

For more Information please contact the Recreation Center at 

(417)742-2262 or email frontdesk@cityofwillard.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where: 233 N State Highway Z 

When: April 08, 2017 from 8:00am to 11:00am  

Egg hunt begins at 9:00am. Free breakfast, pictures with the  

Easter Bunny, and bounce houses will be available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where: 1009 S Hunt Road Miller  Farm Park  

When: June 03, 2017 check in at 8:00am 

$25 - Registration Deadline - May 13th 

$35 - Late Registration Until May 17th 

$35 - Post May 17th Registration                                              

Participants should expect to get very muddy. Course lengths 

apx .75 and 1.25 miles long. Wear old clothes. Shoes and shirt are 

required! There are no showers or changing facilities but we will 

have rinsing stations for post race participants.  

I  graduated from Missouri State with a degree in Recreation and 

Leisure Studies, but my career in parks and recreation didn’t 

truly begin until I spent a summer as a seasonal staff member at 

Summer Quest, a middle school day camp with the Springfield-

Greene County Park Board’s SPARC program. After an exciting 

summer of programs, field trips, and end of the world drama, (from 

the perspective of a middle schooler) I was hooked for life. I     

applied for a full-time position with the SPARC program, and 

haven’t looked back. During my time with Springfield, I was    

fortunate to be surrounded by people who shared my passion for 

parks and  recreation, and was encouraged to join the Missouri 

Parks and  Recreation Association (MPRA) and become a Certified 

Parks and Recreation Professional.  

I am actively involved in the MPRA, traveling to Jefferson City 

and participating in Legislative Action Day as an advocate for 

county and municipal parks. I was also on the Conference Planning 

Committee for the annual statewide conference, and am currently 

the Director Elect for the Southwest Region of our state            

association. I believe that access to Parks and Recreation programs 

is critically important for the physical health and for the            

development of the character and leadership of the children and 

young people of the community.  

In my spare time, I enjoy spending time traveling with my wife 

Rachel, working in my shop, and cheering on the Kansas City 

Chiefs. (don’t worry, I’m not a band-wagoner, I have been a fan 

since my first trip to Arrowhead in 1988).  

Meet The Parks Staff 

Jason Knight, CPRP 
Assistant Director, Willard Parks and Recreation 

(B.S.) Missouri State University  

(Recreation and Leisure Studies),  

(M.S.) Missouri State University  

(Health Promotion and Wellness Management) 

Some Common Code Violations are: 

1. Yard Maintenance– Yard maintenance standards are the responsibility of every prop-

erty owner and include the maintenance of plant material around the property. Grass must 

be maintained at 12 inches or less. 

2. Debris, Junk & Rubbish- Junk and rubbish cannot be left in the yard and must be 

properly disposed of. This includes junk, such as auto parts, appliances, furniture, building 

materials, and tires; trash such as discarded paper, cardboard, plastics, ect.; and debris, such 

as tree trimmings and fallen limbs. 

3. Inoperative or Unlicensed Motor Vehicles- Inoperative motor  vehicles cannot be 

stored except in a fully enclosed structure. An inoperative vehicle is a vehicle that does not 

display a current license tag and/or is not equipped with all the parts that are required to 

legally and safely operate on a public street and/or cannot be driven under its own power. 

Building Code Department 

http://www.willardparks.com/farm-park-fun-mudder.html
http://www.willardparks.com/the-great-easter-egg-hunt.html

